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The Real Threat 


Have you thought that we exag- 
gerated the danger of monopoly? 
Then you will be interested in what 
a former corporation official thinks: 

The Frankenstein that really 
challenges our democracy is not 
Stalin — it is monopoly, — this 

yarning comes from T. K. Quinn, 

former vice president of General 
Electric, testifying before a House 
Judiciary subcommittee. Mr. 
Quinn resigned as a GE official 
some years ago as a protest over its 
concentration of economic power. 
He told the committee that such 
giant concerns as GE and GM “dis- 
courage constructive competition, 
creative enterprise and new equity 
investment”, that they are the 
“major cause of the trend that 
Hoover recently said is ‘blissfully 
driving us down the back road at 
top speed . . on the last mile to col- 
lectivism’ ”. Having seen big busi- 
ness from the inside, Quinn defined 
a million dollar business as a good- 
sized business, a 10 million dollar 
business as big. Then he pointed 
to corporations from a hundred to 
a thousand times bigger than these 
(with tens or hundreds of thou- 
sands of employees and stockhold- 
ers), and he called such corpora- 
tions ‘Frankenstein creatures .. . 
the monsters that threaten our de- 
mocracy . .. Unless they are con- 
trolled and restrained they are evil 
because they constitute too much 
power in too few hands. Human 
beings, including you and me, are 
simply not good enough to be en- 
trusted with so much power over 
others. The fact that some cor- 
poration officials in positions of 
great power are good and able men 
is no answer — not any more of a 
justification than the occasional ap- 
pearance of a ‘good’ king justified 
the system of monarchy.” 

Quinn pointed out that we have 
54 corporations in this country 
with gross assets of more than a 
billion, many of them richer than 
many States, — with managements 


that are self-perpetuating; officers 
(continued first col., THIRD page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast 
ERE IS A QUICK VIEW of the salient points upon which world 


movements now pivot: American diplomacy continues to whittle at 
UN influence for peace. Gen. Romulo, chief spokesman of the UN, has 
made stirring appeals before UN and American audiences that the U. S. 
come forward NOW before the atom armament race becomes unstoppable 
with a call for a one or two year truce in the making of atomic arms. 
America can and should do this, says Romulo, while we are yet in the lead. 
This would give negotiators a new atmosphere to work in, relief from 
the present feverish tension as the big powers rush on to produce the 
biggest and most A-bombs. 

WASHINGTON’S ANSWER to this plea is an announcement 
that we are about to test bombs vastly bigger than the biggest so far! 
This has plunged the UN into new gloom, greatly increased the already 
considerable ill will among UN delegates toward the U. S. and pushed 
millions of the war-ridden little people of the earth into deeper despair. 

WASHINGTON’S EXPLANATION, for talk that sounds to 
much of the world like threats by a bully, is that Russia won’t agree 
to any system of atomic inspection not centering in the UN Security 
Council where Russia exercises the veto, — which would be a very flimsy 
system of control indeed. But no one expects us to trust Russia — they 
have only earned our distrust — but 55 other nations feel that the U. S. 
could open the way for all the other nations to exert their influence in the 
demand for an entirely new approach on the atom, something that cannot 
be done in present atom propaganda war. In short, our policies have 
had the effect of putting us, morally, in an increasingly isolated position 
with relation to the other smaller nations, — rather than standing with 
the smaller nations to morally isolate Russia. 

REAL HOPE EXISTS, however, in the universality of science, 
— in spite of the above facts. Although Washington still appears to 
think that the atom is a secret (!), all scientists know that there are no 
atomic secrets — only the mechanical puzzle of industrial atomic pro- 
duction. Hence ina few years atom bombs will be sufficiently cheap and 
easy to make for the present impasse to be broken simply because every 
nation will begin to get atom bombs, — first, secretly, then openly. Every 
budding dictator, Peron, Tito, Franco, will be eager to lift his stature 
by boasting of his atom power. Then a new approach will be forced upon 
the nations, but if we wait that long America will have lost a great chance 
for world leadership simply because we were not big enough morally or 
spiritually to see the opportunity and fulfill it. 


E-ORGANIZING GERMANY: Even a program of re-arming 
Germany as an ally against Russia is now quietly starting. 
Yet in 1945 we were going to make Germany over into a democratic 
nation, break up the cartels and big family monopolies that had backed 
Ilitler and made repeated wars. But that shining program was under- 


mined by the American financial-industrial forces long associated with 
(continued on next page) 


World Statesmen 

Jawaharlal Nehru, the poised 
and erudite prime minister of 
India, made many western states- 
men appear clumsy and inept as 
they tried to persuade the Indian 
leader to commit his nation to tak- 
ing sides against Russia. Acting 
with finesse and maturity, Nehru 
achieved for India a position of 
great strength by 
these awkward 
placing his 
ancing 


side-stepping 
maneuvers and 
country as a_bal- 
weight between the 
two quarreling powers. Also while 
practically all western leaders must 
speak from closely followed manu- 
scripts (Churchill included) and 
many of them are frankly inea- 
pable of preparing a forceful inter- 
pretation of their ideas but must 
have their utterances ghosted by 
“specialists”, — Nehru spoke ex- 
temporaneously 44 times in Amer- 
ica and even without notes! Yet 
his speeches were in beautiful Eng- 
lish, polished, effective and mean- 
ingful. 

Garry Davis, the American 
war-time bomber pilot who sur- 
rendered his American citizenship 
to become a “world citizen” in 
Paris, has recently been getting the 
silent treatment from the Ameri- 
can press, but this strangely 
courageous young man continues 
to make plenty of news. He has 
developed from a visionary op- 
ponent of national] frontiers into 
an active exponent of Gandhian 
action and has been campaigning 
in France to influence the French 
assembly to enact a law recogniz- 
ing the rights of conscientious ob- 
jectors in that country. IIe has 
recently been released from prison 
for picketing in behalf of young 
rrenchmen arrested for opposing 
war. Thus the young ex-G. IT. has 
embraced a definite program that 
strikes with a sharp dagger’s point 
at practical objectives. He still 
calls himself a world citizen and 
continues to be the center of a 
growing organization of European 
youths who have set about to erase 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 








World Statesmen 
(continued) 
boundaries. 


realizes that 


But Garry 


militarism 1s 


national 
Davis 


one of the chief forces 


that 
though 


per- 
petuates natbonalism at d, 
recogniAng that active opposition 
to it will probably destine him for 
vears of inaprisomment, he is now 
j ] 

coneentrating his personal effort 
against militaristic power. Davis 
engages in much writing and speak- 
ine wherever he can find an audi- 
ence (which is often. and frequently 
emphasizes the teach- 
ings of Jesus, Buddha, Lao 
Tolstoy, St. Francis and Gandhi, 
all of whom ealled man “to work 
for and love his fellow man rather 
than ke trained at killing.”” Davis 
frequently reiterates “To me, and 
no doubt to many of us, the era of 
. the sooner we 


large); he 
I'se, 


violence is dead . . 
. .. learn of the tremendous force 
of non-violence in its most positive, 
active sense, the sooner we shall be 
able to emerge with true freedom to 
our one world civilization.” Already 
is being felt for 
some French papers have eome out 
for freedom of the C. O.’s, and 
when Davis several 


Frenchmen to 


sa ere 
Davis’ influence 


was arrested 


kk up his vigil and 


were imprisoned, ineluding the 
noted French resistance leaders 
and Protestant pastors, Andre 
Troeme and Edouard Theis. Even 
in Washington, D. C., recently 
when twelve demonstrated for 


Davis in front of the French em- 
bassy, the twelve youths were ar- 
rested and fined. 
Thus Garry Davis, 
noted Gandhi “eampaign hat” (a 


wearing the 
small skull cap), marches forward 

much 
believe. 


alone — although not as 
alone as the world 
The way most news about him is 


may 


squelched in this country indicates 
that he generated 
enough power to create fear in the 


has already 
politico-military citadels in Amer- 
ica. 

The Public’s Rights: Our new 
A-bomb is “six times more potent” 
than the one we dropped on Naga- 
saki, said Sen. Edwin C. Johnson 
of the House-Senate Atomie Ener- 
gy Committee, and he also added 
that we’re a bomb that 
would be “1000 times more power- 
ful” than 
The atomic 
confirmed nor denied 
ments, but Sen. Johnson has access 
to many, though not all, of the 
nation’s atomie secrets. Politico- 
military critics jumped on John- 
son for revealing even these seanty 
reports on our A-bombs, but the 
scientists who are making the new 
bombs defended him, holding that 
the public has a right to know so 


working on 


any yet in production. 
neither 
these state- 


commission 


the American people can share in 
decisions which are now monopo- 
lized by men who have already 
shown their inadequacy in judgment 


on its use, as witnessed by the holo- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


the European cartels. Many of the men put in charge of the economic 
reform of Germany were representatives of these large American interests! 
(See BTL, March 21, 749). So the same old crowd of Nazi-cartel indus- 
trialists are now back in charge! (See U. S. News, July 29, for most 
recent names and particulars). Also German industry, giant steel and 
chemical works, aircraft factories, etc., are all active again (U. S. News, 
Noy. 25) instead of being largely dismantled and given to the victims of 
nazism. Dismantling German industry has been an inhuman and unjust 
concept from the start. Can you make people peaceful by starving them ? 
The German workers wanted to keep German industry intact but to 
take it out of the hands of the war-makers. The war-making was not in 
the machinery but in men. There was no point in dismantling the indus- 
tries themselves, — the need was to dismantle the war potential within 
men by taking the industrial strength away from the war makers. But 
the dismantling has not been done to restore Germany for the people, 
and all hope of real democracy in Germany has been dashed. When Ger- 
man workers, sick of war and tyranny, begged that the war-making in- 
dustries be “nationalized” or put under “democratic socialistic” controls, 
out of reach of the cartel war-makers, England supported this move, but 
American big business, shying from all forms of “socialism”, threw its 
power behind the old ownership. Our State Dept. support also went to 
the Catholic conservatives in recent elections. So the middle-ground 
workers groups and Protestants in Germany have been shoved into the 
ditch by democratic Protestant America! (See The Nation, Nov. 26). 

THE OBVIOUS DRIFT is towards the slow — and perhaps not 
so slow — integration of the German industries into the re-armament 
program of the Atlantic Pact defense plan. Even the idea of using Ger- 
man manpower as a military wall against Russia is now considered. 
David Nichols reporting from Berlin (Chicago Daily News, Nov. 28) 
said that, although denials are still plentiful, a defense role for the West 
Germans was becoming visible. American leadership hopes to integrate 
German manpower in the West into the Atlantic Pact defense system — 
and will no doubt announce the plan as soon as the world conscience will 
permit. The explanation in Washington is “The Russians are doing it 
with East Germany.” And again we seem to be unable to create a policy 
of our own, — or one that has any higher moral leadership than that of 
atheist, Communist Russia! For now most world thought believes that 
the Marshall Plan and the Atlantic Pact military defense plan have been 
one all along, — thus our militarism ts rapidly robbing the Marshall Plan 
of its well earned reservoir of good will. 


PAGE TURNED in the history of world race relations, — but the 

big headlines missed the real significance of the case of U. S. Consul 
Angus Ward, who was imprisoned by the Chinese Communists. For 
generations the white man strutted through Asia with unchallenged 
arrogance, while the yellow man’s resentment slowly gathered. The 
storm first broke when Japanese militarists began to abuse the whites, 
but the West regarded such incidents as acts of war. “When we get 
back in the saddle, we’ll square things in a hurry”, said the white man. 
But we didn’t get back in the saddle, and the arrest of the U. S. consul 
was not a military incident; the Communist civilian officials charged 
him with beating his Chinese servants. We don’t believe Mr. Ward beat 
his servants, but many half-drunk white “masters” have done so, — and 
to pick a leading western official for such a charge made epochal propa- 
ganda. It told a billion yellow and brown people that ‘We Communists 
have at last put the white man in his place for you.” 

It is revealing to note that another American ofticial was even 
more severely mistreated in Shanghai, — forced to write confessions of 
his “misdeeds” and then compelled to be photographed bowing low before 
yellow men to whom he presented his “confessions.” (AP, July 8). But 
the voices that shouted loudest that the U. S. make war-like moves to 
rescue Mr. Ward paid little attention to the case of our vice-consul in 
Shanghai. The Ward case was apparently to be the torch to head the 
parade in another vociferous drive to push the U. S. into military action 
against the Communists. If American news channels were really con- 
cerned about the safety of our officials, why such light treatment of the 
Shanghai case? Also have you noticed how little attention has been 
paid to the shelling of American ships by Chiang’s Nationalist gunboats? 
If Americans die from Chiang’s shells it’s apparently o.k. with the powers 
that rule our news channels. But picture what headlines and broadcasts 
there would be if the Communists had shelled our ships! 

FIRE WORKS are coming over the matter of recognizing Com- 
munist China. Britain will grant recognition soon, for London des- 
perately counts on investments and trade with China. Many American 
business men want the U. S. to join London in recognizing the Com- 
munist Chinese Government, according to reports from trade areas, but 

(continued on next page) 





World Statesmen 


(continued) 
causts of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 


Contrasts in world statesman- 
ship: Consider, for instance, the 
varying reactions to recent Soviet 
proposals for atomic control. Mr. 
Truman said he was “not nec- 
essarily anxious to hear about the 
new proposal”, and, referring to 
earlier Russian suggestions, he 
said that “any new proposal from 
Russia probably would be in the 
same class.” Thus he passed off 
an opportunity to try again to 
solve something that can only be 
solved by infinite patience and a 
spirit of conciliation. Granted 
that dickering with the Russians 
is a tough, exhausting job, — still, 
facing them in conference isn’t 
nearly so tough and exhausting as 
facing them in war. 

The attitude of conservative Sen. 
Walter George of the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee seems 
more realistic: ‘We must work for 
peace as industriously, as persis*ent- 
ly, as untiringly as we would for 
war.” J ‘urthermore, he recognized 
that no one was in “a position to 
evaluate any Russian statement”, 
but from what he knew of the 
situation he felt that the Kremlin 
was now more receptive toward the 
idea of international control “that 
seemed to offer hope of concrete 
accomplishment if the issue were 
re-examined.” And Sen. George 
added that our attitude “must not 
be that the control we propose is the 
only one we will accept. We must 
not dismiss any proposal. Other 
nations, including Russia, may ad- 
vance a plan for control as good and 
possibly even better than our own.” 


Getting Through: Because the 
Voice of America has been pen- 
etrating the iron curtain, the Sov- 
iet press has been forced to in- 
crease its foreign news coverage 
about 100 per cent, according to a 
State Department official, Foy D. 
Kohler, who has just returned 
from a stay of over two years at 
the U. S. Embassy in Moscow to 
become the new chief of the State 
Dept.’s International Broadcasting 
Division. He cited the recent case 
of the Russian school teacher, 
Mme. Kasenkina, who jumped 
from the window in the Russian 
Consulate in New York. He de- 
clared, “The Russians never would 
have mentioned this if we hadn’t 
gotten the story through to the 
people.” 

THE DIFFERENCE in the 
way the Tories and Laborites look 
upon necessary social reforms in 
Britain: the Laborites would make 
the change with joy in their hearts; 
the Tories would do it with tears 
in their eyes.(from Low of London). 

A MODERN JET fighter plane 
uses enough gasoline in one minute 
to drive an automobile all the way 
from Chicago to Los Angeles. 











The Real Threat 


(continued) 
who are not elected but are just 
picked from among close associ- 
ates; and stockholders who “have 
no more voice or contro] in them 
than Russian peasants.” 

“Plans to cut governmental ex- 
penditures, reduce taxes and regu- 
late trade unions may be noble 
enough in intent,’’ Quinn stated, 
“but the place to strike first is at 
excessive concentrated private eco- 
nomic power which is the cause of 
big government and big unions, and 
the trend toward socialism.”’ He 
stated that it is “simply not true 
... that business must be big to be 
efficient.” He declared that GM’s 
skill and efficiency in making auto- 
mobiles had nothing to do with 
their owning other plants making 
Frigidaires, diesel and aircraft 
engines, electric motors and wash- 
ing machines. In short, it doesn’t 
have to own over 100 factories in 
order to be efficient in making auto- 
mobiles. Efficient production is key- 
ed to the efficiency in one plant. 

He branded as nonsense the sta- 
tistics that purport to show that 
the number of small firms is great- 
er today than a few years ago. 
Most of these so-called independ- 
ents, he said, are dealers in auto- 
mobiles or electric equipment and 
are “evamples of subjection” to 
GM or GE or similar giants. 

The publie’s lack of information 
on the subject of monopolies he 
charged to the failure of press and 
radio which takes the side of big 
business because of advertising. 

Quinn recommended drastic 
legislation to curb this evil, sug- 
gesting that all corporations with 
assets of more than 100 million 
(and those found to be dominating 
an entire industry) be required to 
take out Federal charters limiting 
their activities if they engaged in 
more than one line of business and 
strictly regulating their conduct in 
many other respects. They would 
be given the alternative of break- 
ing up into units voluntarily. 

Quinn concluded, “I, for one, 
want and shall continue to work 
for relief from monster corporation 
domination, and for the restoration 
of our economy to honest freedom 
of opportunity and private enter- 
prise for the greatest number.” 

Keep in mind that the above 
is testimony before a congressional 
committee and that the witness 
voluntarily resigned his big busi- 
ness connections in 1936 at the age 
of 42 because of his convictions, 
and that he is now an independent 
industrialist whose company manu- 
factures electrical equipment. Yet 
he feels that the “‘misguided Com- 
munists within and without the 
country are not nearly so dangerous 
to the preservation of our free po- 
litical institutions as the growth 
from within, like a malignant can- 
cer, of private economic statism.” 





CHRISTMAS CAROL, 1949 


Peace on earth 
- Good will tomen - 
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“Hate the Capitalists”, cry the Communists, 

“Imperialists, exploiters!” 

“Hate the Reds,” cry our voices, “those godless Russians, 
Spies, Bolsheviks, gangsters!” 

But Americans are not exploiters, Americans are people. 
Russians are not Bolshevik gangsters, Russians are people. 
But the people must not know, they must be strong for war. 
Hate must rule. 











X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


America’s most powerful business interests now center in the oil in 
Southeast Asia and the Near East, the tin and rubber of South Central 
Asia. These giant monopolies with their heavy hand on our State 
Dept. are against recognition, are more concerned with curbing the 
Communists so they will not sweep on into the treasure troves of Su- 
matra, Borneo, Java, Malaya, ete. But the pinch will come when the 
British insist that the Chinese Communist Government be recognized 
in the UN and by the U. S., for the Chinese Communists will have ful- 
filled the very things our Government said would be required for recog- 
nition (State Dept. announcement Oct. 3): 1. Maintenance of the ma- 
chinery of state. 2. Administration of the government with the assent 
of the people and without notable resistance to its authority. 3. Ability 
to fulfill international obligations and responsibilities incumbent on a 
soverign state. Despite their tyranny, the Communist Government has 
fulfilled these points — and, contrary to the implications in our press 
and to the very vocal arguments by champions of Chiang kai Shek, the 
Communists have secured much more widespread support among the 
masses — students as well as peasants — than had been enjoyed by the 
Nationalist Government for many years. (N. Y. Times, Nov. 27; The 
Nation, Nov. 19; Christian Century, Sept. 14). 

We concur with those who regret that the Communists have won 
such general support, but we do not join those who prefer to keep their 
eyes shut to a new day. Thus the situation: the British are ready to 
recognize the new Communist China; our State Dept. hardly dares to 
do so in the face of the pressure from powerful financial interests, — yet 
if we split with Britain on this we will be left standing awkwardly alone, 
and our situation in the UN will seriously deteriorate as regards our re- 
lationship with Russia. We'll probably try to balance the picture by re- 
luctantly: recognizing Communist China and then recognizing Fascist 
Spain and pushing for the Franco Government’s admission in the UN 
which will bring on the biggest row we’ve had yet with Russia! 

Two things in particular have made a shambles of the efforts of 
the ultra reactionary forces in the U. S. to whip up action against Com- 
munist China and in defense of the Chiang kai Shek regime. First, it 

(continued on next page) 
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New Citizens 
As the time limit for arranging 
for the admittance of D. P.’s expires 
Dec. 31, there will be a last minute 
influx during the coming weeks 
and it will be well for Americans 
to be prepared for the benefits as 
well as the difficulties of integrat- 


ing these new citizens into 


our 
economy. The Worldover Press 
reports that the Canadians have 


made an interesting discovery — 
that in providing homes for Euro 
pean refugees, Canada has greatly 
benefited! 
who 


For instance, a D. P. 
settled in Saskatchewan 
brought with him a hitherto secret 
process for curing pork and the 
firm employing him has profited 
greatly. The work of a 
group of ID. P. forest engineers 
have given commercial value to 
trees previously regarded as of 
seant worth by introducing imeth- 
ods of drying British Columbia 
hemlock and cottonwood for ply- 
wood production. Still another 
imigrant has built up a business in 
hygienic cleaning of nuts, seeds and 
dried fruits, with “waste” being re- 
claimed for poultry seed. <A kid- 
glove established by a 
D. P. revived a decaying town in 
Ontario and expanded to the tan- 
ning of goat skins, and the in- 
creased goat raising in the area 
added also the by-product of 
cheese, which had formerly been 
imported. 

In the U. S. the D. P. question 
has been complicated somewhat be- 
cause some D. P.’s resent the pros- 
perity of America and the fact that 
the western hemisphere has escaped 
the horrors and destruction of war, 
while other D. P.’s expect the U. S. 
to be a fairyland. Then certain 
farmers have complained that 
D. P.’s entering under the classi- 
fication of farmer (industrial work- 
ers are not admitted) only remain 
on the farms briefly, then desert 
their farmer sponsors (who have 
frequently invested considerable 
time, care and money in helping 
them get started) and go into in- 
dustrial jobs. Thus helping these 
unfortunate people frequently 
calls for patience and selflessness 
on the part of sponsors. But there 
are many indications that in the 
end America will benefit material- 
ly as well as spiritually. 


AUSTRIAN DILEMMA: In 
northern Austria a policeman was 
startled to see a man coming down 
the street without any clothes on. 
“What are you doing going around 
like that?’ demanded the officer. 
“Some American soldiers stole all 
my clothes,” complained the Aus- 
trian citizen. “What,” cried the 
Austrian policeman, “You are a 
fool! There are no American sol- 
diers around; there are only Rus- 
sian soldiers.” “O. K.,” shrugged 
the citizen, “that’s all right for you 
to say, — but not me!” 


small 


business 








Religion in the News 


Two current examples of 
Catholic distortion of and pressure 
on the Paul Blanshard’s 
articles on Roman Catholicism, 
published in The Nation, were 
answered in the Jesuit magazine, 
“America” by a Catholic priest, 
Father George H. Dunne. But 
when the Dunne articles were col- 
lected in a booklet entitled “Re- 
ligion and Democracy”, published 


news: 


under the imprimatur of Cardinal 
Spellman, certain paragraphs from 
the original articles were omitted. 
Among the omissions were the fol- 
lowing comments by liberal Father 
Dunne, ‘‘Nothing, of course, can be 
said in defense of the exploitation 
medals and novenas for 
fund-raising purposes” ... “I do 
not go in much for relics” .. . 
“When criticism is stilled, there is 


of relics, 


cause for alarm.” 

We have previously recommend- 
ed Paul Blanshard’s book, “Ameri- 
ean Freedom and Catholie Power” 
(Beacon Press, $3.50), which has 
been on best-seller lists for weeks, 
despite vigorous pressure from the 
Catholie hierarchy to stop its sale. 
Certain book sellers, including the 
giant Macy’s in New York, have 
withdrawn it from stock, and the 
New York Times has refused to 
publish advertisements on it. 

Anent its authenticity, the pub- 
lishers made an extensive pre-pub- 
lication investigation of its docu- 
mentation, submitting it to a panel 
of 50 scholars and other experts; 
ealling on the dean of American 
gynecologists to check the chapters 
on medicine; clearing the chapters 
on education with a recognized au- 
thority in that field; double check- 
ing quotations and interpretations 
with an eminent scholar in Rome. 
The publishers commented: “It is 
inconceivable to us that in America 
there need be any hesitation over 
the publication of documented facts 
in any field. When we were satisfied 
that the book did consist of docu- 
mented facts, we decided to go 
ahead.” Then they offered the book 
with the following statement: ‘In 
a democracy, every group that af- 
fects public policy must be account- 
able to entire citizenry. A democ- 
racy cannot survive if Iron Curtains 
are placed around groups, secular 
or clerical, that intervene in public 
affairs.” 


Holy Hour: The Roman Cath- 
olic Church of America some four 
years ago abolished race segrega- 
tion in all of its ecclesiastical do- 
Here and 
there occasionally news comes of 


mains in this country. 


the new church race policy clash- 
ing with local segregation rulings. 
Recently in New Orleans the Holy 
Name Society had planned an 
annual “Holy Hour” in one of the 


big parks of the city and Catholies 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


is too widely known that billions in U. S. tax money sent to China to help 
Chiang ended up in the pockets of the rich Chinese cliques surrounding 
Chiang. (U. S. News, Aug. 14). Much of that money which was 
squeezed out of the American tax payer is back in N. Y. banks in the 
accounts of rich Chinese, some of whom are themselves in semi-secret 
“retirement” in New York. Our Government knows this, so if the de- 
fenders of Chiang make too much noise some one will kick the lid off. 
Second, as Owen Lattimore pointed out in The Nation recently, it was 
Russia’s non-intervention rather than Russia’s intervention in the Commu- 
nist civil war in China that upset the western diplomatic pattern. If 
the Russians had only been thoughtful enough to have intervened, sup- 
plying the Chinese Communist army with powerful new Russian weapons 
and Soviet officers, etc., what a grand job of whooping it up we could 
have done on our side! But the Russians didn’t do that. As the State 
Dept. White Paper on China made clear, the Russians with great skill and 
patience avoided all forms of intervention that could have any real physical 
or military connotations. Of course it is clear that the aims of Chinese 
Communists and Moscow are identical, but Russia has carefully avoided 
intervention. It was the U. S. that intervened with billions in money 
and munitions, military assistance, ete. — but Nationalist corruption and 
the aftermath of white supremacy made a dud of our intervention. 

But we must not fail to recognize that much of the awakening of 
Asia, — of which the Chinese revolution is only a part, — has been due to 
the influence of Christian missionary teaching. A long list of heroic 
Christian missionaries are still at work in China and over the Far East, — 
making an invaluable contribution to the next unfoldment of this great 
human drama. They will do more to curb communism, temper its extremes, 
change its forms and protect the interests of democracy than all our armies 
and navies, generals and admirals heaped in one pile, multiplied by ten! 
The missionaries are the heart and core of the situation. 


EHIND THE CONDENSED REPORT in our last issue on the 

growth of monopolistic power: soon you will hear sounds of battle 
in Washington over a new bill to curb monopolies which is being pre- 
pared by a group of progressive congressmen headed by Emanuel Celler 
of New York. These men believe that the anti-trust laws have become 
inadequate, that the U. S. is nearing a crisis that can, with another de- 
pression, catapult us into real “statism” where the Government will be 
compelled to take over giant corporations at the demand of millions of 
workers, small business men and others who would prefer to eat under 
state control than go hungry under free enterprise. But oddly enough 
the boys who have been shouting the loudest about the “dangers of 
statism” are silent on the findings of this congressional investigating com- 
mittee headed by Celler which has already compiled a formidable array 
of material on monopolistic controls and their inherent danger to free 
enterprise. The press and radio play up all testimony supporting the 
monopolies but usually suppress or play down such facts as we ran in 
our last issue. The Celler investigation has also revealed that after 2000 
newspapers printed full page propaganda ads for the A. & P. charging 
the Government with “persecution of business for securing low prices 
for housewives,” many newspapers are refusing to print ads or stories 
that expose the A. & P. falsehoods even when such material is sponsored 
by prominent business men who are backing the Government in its anti- 
trust case against A. & P. 

The congressional committee has heard qualified experts state that 
some big corporations like du Ponts, GE and GM have grown so big — 
with so many subsidiaries and associated companies, distributing and 
servicing firms merged with them involving so many millions of people 
— that if they get into trouble and go under (remember the Insull power 
empire?), it would be like the “State of Colorado going under.” Millions 
of workers and little business men would flounder helplessly on the rocks. 
Much testimony has emphasized that smaller independent businesses 
are more efficient and manageable, especially in a crisis, than the indus- 
trial giants. (Also see report “The Real Threat”, first page). 

The progressives in Congress are convinced that this country 
faces far more danger from “statism” as a result of the concentration of 
financial and industrial power in the hands of the few than from the trends 
towards a “welfare state.” Top business leaders have been so absorbed in 
their own campaign to frighten the public away from trends toward wel- 
fare statism, fair dealism, labor dictatorship, ete., that they were caught 
completely off balance by this new development. It is likely that a com- 
promise movement will emerge with new and more effective curbs against 
the over-concentration of power in the ranks of business as well as in a 
few labor groups. For monopoly of power is just as dangerous in the 
hands of labor as business. Will big labor leadership show any more 
enlightened acceptance of the need for change than big business leaders ? 
This point will be the crux of America’s future economic trends. 


Religion in the News 


of all races were expected to at- 
tend. When the city officials of 
New Orleans demanded that seg- 
regation regulations be enforced 
the Archbishop, protesting the rul- 
ing and endeavoring to persuade 
the city officials to relent, canceled 
the “Holy Hour” celebrations, ac- 
cording to Catholic publications. 

Brave Women: A hundred and 
fifty church women of 12 southern 
states, meeting in Atlanta, recent- 
ly adopted a program aimed at 
achieving civil rights for Negroes, 
according to a release by the Re- 
ligious News Service in the Chris- 
tian Century. This group of in- 
fluential church women is under- 
taking a program that calls for 
obtaining signatures to pledges 
from leading citizens in all com- 
munities expressing concern that 
constitutional freedoms are not 
shared by all persons in the South 
and setting forth the belief that as 
a matter of religious conviction 
there must be “fulfillment of equal 
justice under the law.” The wo- 
men also asked that southern 
church women support their pro- 
gressive pastors who dare to take a 
stand on this issue in communities 
where segregation is in force and 
that they accompany their Negro 
employees to the polls to safeguard 
their voting rights. 





Industrial Peace: The prosper- 
ous Hormel Packing Company of 
Austin, Minnesota, for 11 
has maintained a_ profit-sharing 
system with its workers that has 
brought a high level of prosperity 
to the corporation and to the com- 
munity. The company recently 
made final payments to its employ- 
ees out of the 1949 profits. Each 
of the over 6,000 eligible workers 
received a dividend slightly more 
than his full weekly pay check. 
Under the Hormel joint earning 
plan, all the income from sale of 
products, after live stock is paid 


years 


for and all other expenses except 
labor are deducted, goes into the 
joint earnings fund. 
is shared by employees and stock- 


This money 


established | seale. 
The weekly wages of workers are 
paid out of the employees’ share. 
If there is anything left over in 
this fund, it is paid to the workers 
near the end of the year. Last year 
the profits were high and the work- 
ers received over seven times as 
much extra profit as they did this 
year, the decrease caused by “steep 
inventory value losses” due to 
downward price trends. All em- 
ployees with a year of service are 
eligible to participate in the plan. 
While profit payments rise and fall 
through the years, the company 
has an unbroken record of indus- 
trial peace and prosperity in con- 
trast to the conflict and ill will 
that exists in many businesses. 


holders on an 








